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Ma. SHERIDAN role and laid: 1 1 truſt, 


Sir, that it will be impoſſible. for any man who 


views the fituation of the country at this moment, 
to conceive that 1 riſe to oppoſe any part of the- 


preſent Addreſs, Undoubtedly, if 1 had been 

reſent, upon a former occaſion, when the Right 
He and Learned Gentleman brought in 
dis Bill for the better defence of the country, tho' 
1 might have excepted to partieular pallages, I 
ſhould certainly; have given it my moſt 8 


_ and zealous ſupport ; and in doing ſo I be eg tO 1 
ic, 


bave it underſtood, that in the Nane 0 

do not conſider it as haying conferred any new 

powers upon the Crown. Sir, I grult there is no 

man who does uot know that in caſes of peril our 

of che ordinary cpurſe a contemplation. of the 

law, the King is m full powers 8 call 

* the \ybole e he Wt In Jomeſ- 
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the Conſtitution, that in the danger and appre- 
henſion of a foreign invaſion the King is to be a 
mere looker on. In that reſpeR, therefore, I think 
that whatever ſervice any man may give, he will 
do no more than he is bound by his allegiance to 
do. . But what I wiſh 3 to this is, to ſee 
a ſuperior zeal to animate the country; a zeal 
preg is not in the Diver of any Miniſter to 
it; in times like Wee a common ſpitit will not 
do; and when I Jay that I wiſh to ſee  fuperjor 
- ſpirit animate the country, I rejoice to ſay that 
dds ſee it rifing: yet at the ſame 8 I muſt alſo 
ſay, that there is a fort of ſupinenels and apathy I 
admit, which I hope and truſt this Houſe will 
ſupply. All ſociety is intereſted in the ſubject of 
an invaſion ; it i wot univerſal converſation 
and curiobity ; but, really there are thoſe who con- 
der it as a ſtrange phznomenon which they may 
- * wonder at, but which they have no buſineſs with: 
* they ſeem to wait for it as a ſhew, rather than dread 
it as aperil. And, Sir, this does not proceed from 
diflaffection or diſloyalty, from want of good will, 
| or from attachment to the enemy, much leſs does 
it proceed from any Tullenneſs, or reſentment of 
_ _. wrongs and injuries which they may feel; but from 
a fortof ſupineneſs and apathy, which makes them 
not ſufficiently alive and — 50 to the real danger 
chat furrounds us. Sir, ſymptoms of this ſupine- 
_neſs appeared, I am ſorry to ſay, in the voluntary 
ſubſcriptions. I confeſs for one, that I was a friend 
to that meaſure ; and I hope the Houſe will not 
think it ariſes from any vanity, that 1 call their 
attention to the motion which 1 then made. 
II moved, Sir, after having recommended the vo- 
3 1luntary.fubfecriptions without any Bill, in order to 
£5 all = 3 r i +> ho fv 
ede country an opportunity for dying this. 
or giving a practical plete; . ; 
23 | this 
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this one ſubject at leaſt they would be unanimous 
and cordial, I moved, Sir, the ſuſpenſion of the Aſ- 


ſeſſed Tax Bill for one month. I ſhould be ſorry, 


indeed, that any men who had voted with me upon 
that queſtion, ſhould afterwards revile themeaſure 
as a begging box; for what fort of conſiſteney 


would mine be, of recommending the ſuſpenſidn 


of the Aﬀeſſed Tax Bill, if I ſhould immediately 
turn back, and call it a begging box of the Mi. 
niſters: I ſhouldbe ſorry, I ſay, to think that an 
Tach language ſhould have been made uſe of; 
wiſhed the meaſure of voluntary contributions to 
be tried without the Bill, becauſe 1 wiſhed it as a 
praQtical pledge and proof of the zeal and fpirit of 
the country. At preſent, however, no inference 
is to be made from the. names of perſons who 
contributed to the affeſſed taxed; not appeari 
in that liſt. ihn? RT 
Sir, with regard to that apathy and, ſupineneſs, 
I have not the ſlighteſt idea but that injmediately 
upon the appearance of real danger, it would diſ- 


appear; but there is much in previous preparation, 


not merely as to diſcipline and defence, hut in the 
prompt avowal of the determination of the country. 
Sir, 1 have no doubt that the firſt drop of Britiſn 

blood that ſhall be ſhed by Frenchmen on Britiſh 
ground, will raiſe ſuch a ſpirit of valouros fury as 
muſt be invincible and irreſiſtable. (An univerſal 


cry of hear, hear / But Gentlemen have not ſuf- 


| ficiently calculated what the effects would be of 
any ſucceſsful impreſſion of French force upon the 
country. Sir, without retracting any one opinion 
which I have ever held, 1 do not conceive that 
there ever was any period of our hiſtory, in which 


the conqueſt of the kingdom by a foreign power 


would bring ſuch total ruin upon it, as the con- 
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Sit, though deprecating the calamities to which 
the Republic has given riſe, I never wiſhed the 
_ reſtoration of Monarchy in France. I am not re- 
joicing that France has attained ſuch power, that 

ſhe arrived at it by the coalition of the powers of 
Europe againſt her, and tha! if ſhe had been ſuf- 
tered to remain as ſhe was, ſhe would not have at- 
tained that power; bat I am ſaying that the im- 
preſſion of French force now would be more fatal 
than at any former period of our hiſtory. Yet 
when I aſſert that I ſtill hold my opinions, perhaps 
the Right Honourable Gentleman may not think 
this obſervation well placed, but I, do think that 
af the unfortunate perſon who may be entitled to 
the Crown of France, ſhould from a general ſpirit 
of loyalty in the country, and by a reſtoration as 
little expeAcd as our own in the time of Charles 
the Second, be raiſed to the Throne, andthe Emi- 
grants who had ſuffered moſt by the Revolution, 
were to be called back: I ſay, Sir, I do not believe 
that it would abate one atom of the ambition of 
France, or induce her to give back one particle of 
her power. I do not believe that her councils, 
though compoſed: of perſons who had, been moſt 
encouraged and proteQtedin other countries, would 
relinquiſh one conqueſt atchie ved by the Republic, 
would give up one inch 6f nene the 
Rhine, withdraw one man from Italy, abandon 
àn acre of the low Countries, or above all, depart 
from the principle of doing every ching to wreſt 
the ſovereignty of the ſeas from Great Britain. 
- Though Idread the Republic of France, 1 ſhould 
not dread leſs the Monarchy of France; and in 
ſpeaking of the Republic, I beg not to be under- 
flood as a perſqn mixing in that {pirit of perſonality 
_ andinyeflive which has been adopted, and which 
I mut expreſs my regret at ſeeing continued in a 
clauſe of a Bill which has lately paſſed. 49195 
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Sir, when we have beer aſking for peace With 

f the Government of France, Ido not think t wile 
to charge them with cruelty, injuſtice, and ap- 
preſſion. Equally too ſhould I reprobate any idea 
of animating the country by the coarſe expreſſlons 
of Monſter Hoche and Ruffian General which 
have been imputed to à perfon in a high-ithation 
in another country. Sir, inſtead of reſorting ib 
ſuch expreſſions, I Voud, on; the contrary, pay the 
French a ſolid aud ſincere compliment, and I will 
tell you what that compliment ſhould be by 
knowing what they have done, and judging what 
they are capable of, I would omit no one human 
preparation that might enable us to make a-ſucs 
ceſsful reſiſtanc to the utmoſt their daring could 
attempt. That is the compliment I would pay 
them — chat is the way would meet the, It 18 
not in any mortal power to ſay they-ſhall:noblub> 
due us, but at leaſt we may take care they. ſhalt 


not deſpiſe us. Sir, if I wert to allude tu Bouna» 
parte, I would not recur to ſuch invettive. 1 
would neither call him monſter! nor a ruffian. 
He is certainly, a great man, and if he takes the 
command of the expedition againſt this country 
he will not tarniſſi his laurels by. deſerving tho 
epithets. But I would at leaſt diſtruſt his-prafeſ- 
ſions Right reſtored, freedom regained; Peace 
to commerce, Peace ta cottages. He wilkcome 
for the humane and liberal purpoſe of eftabbſhidg 
libetty. ] Can any thing be mote glorious, I had 
almoſt ſaid, more godlike than this? But is there 
any Engliſhman ſoabſurd, ſo be ſotted and befooled 
as to give credit to one word of it? But may: nas 
Republics be: actuated by great and  generdu 
ſentiments? Undoubtedly they may; but I m 
firſt look to che nature and conſtitution of thaſt 
Republics, _ | ö 
fra | In 


In the early and virtuous times of Rome, they 
did conquer for glory, and 10 reſtore to people 
their rights. In the Spartan Republic too, I can 
conceive the ſame, and that they might conquer 
for fame, and not for the acquiſition of thoſe lux- 
uries, which they conſidered as inimical to the 
Republican ſpirit. - But let Gentleman look to 
the conſtitution and ptctice of the Republic of 
France. Do tbey not ſee that their tree of liberty 
is plamed in the garde of monarchy, and that it 
bears the ſame Juxuriant fruit? Are they not 
eager-for all che luxuries and refinements to make 
their capital the ſchool and mart of elegance for 
the world? What do they want ? Glory? They 
ute gorged with it. Territory? They have more, 

zerhaps, than they will be able to retain. What 
vs it they want Ships, commerce, manufattures, caſh, 
capitel, an credit or in other words, they only 
Want the news, bones, marrow, and heart's- blood 
of GreatBritaiti.—[ Loud and univerſal criesof hear ! 
heart” atcompanied with clapping o/ hands} Give 
them that, and they will give you as much liberty 
in return as you pleaſe. ' They call you a nation 
of merchants; well, they ſtile you ſo by way of 
deri on; but, at leaſt, in dealing with them for 
their commodity I ſnhould deal as merchants indeed; 
as merchants give no truſt tothe mere name of a 
commodity, but are apt to enquire into the reality 
of the article. No, I would have our political 
merchants juſt aſk, whether ROY they have 
ſor foreign exportation is or is not different from 
what they keep for their own home conſumption; 
vm this ground alone the barter. muſt proceed. 
{{Laughter, hear J hear 1.) But, Sir, look to what 
mult be the policy ofthe French. We know h 
Jittle real liberty they have at home. 
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I will not take upon myſelf to judge bow far, 
in a revolutionary ſtate theſe meaſures may or 
not be neceſſary; I am wilting to grant, at if the 
men are entruſted with the will of the m jority” 
of France, whole deſire 7, foe that France mall be 2 


Republic, they muſt de that which is requifite to 
fulfil that 5 But then, Sar, without wha 

any blame on thoſe men, I would, aſk whether 
they would let us have more woe: ber in in. Epgla 
than they poſſeſs in Frangej? 1 
zus, unimpared, the im portant right of Korg vial by 
Jury? ouldthey 5 ſhort, Sir, would they by hare 
nor country to Ne the violence p 
ed in France, and to be an eternal and 7 7105 je 


proach to the conduct of the Pitectory? N No, they. 
would be madmen if they did, 1 5 

| Well, Sir, after havir Lee e 4 al 
be theix policy, we. muſt Jock to, another. 1 Ye; 
we muſt conſider the nature ve. . nünity. 
Again, I Will avoid faying any arſh upon 
the provocations ven N on g. nothi 
but 3 ret the perfonalizies that habe been hs 
both Wai y and „N r 

frain from all comments; 5 t we N 
provoked and infulted them 1 human ford 
tience is the fact. 1 will not now' diſcuſs whe 

we were the aggreſſors or not; butthemore Ithink 
we were ſo—the more 1 think we indulged 


In 

ſonalitie the more muſt I giye them credit for 
the ſincerity of their revenge againſt this country, 
Will any man believe that yengeance would be 
diſcriminating or moderate? Sir, with this view of 
the conſequences of any eee 80 reſſion upon 


the part of the French, unqueſtionably the next 


conlideration is, "what meaſures are ee wed 

enſure a ſucceſsful refiſtance, i 
Without afking any perſon'to a afide alas. 

ſities t to Leda? who] Hthoul; t 


ruſt, have too 
much 


— 
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dh ſpirit to Reel an ipdemnity from. thoſe who 
we len, | their, conduR, 1 think it ſhould be 
e throyghout the country; that upon this 
point of re en J enemy, there is but « one heart, 
6 opinion... . ould hear perſons fay,we 
, every. t Wal 40 0 pole the F French, but. 


1 1 do I, Eno Ro upportjng Nibilters £ 


Rop to diſcuſs that 1 
1 epd ppole 8 


IE? re 75 firſt, and iſe” 1 
—_— with Ou. there a erſons 4 
whoa fert, th wet hoo 10% \ broup 1 tus 0150 this 


fityatio t to bring vs o of it,t that 1a rep! 1 
pay 5 5 ec el but! obj ella 


9 ds 1—5 55 ccauſe, if he fay 
t our lo th Moy to, the 1 Std 


dif I 
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led. . in Fe then a not believe 
S. INCapac . d e or, 1 they do be- 
ve, 255 97 * > ib 5 90 5 al Hncere th 
Wa 5 {1 
g Fr 10 115 e delt 
ey uin not come with their 
35 Wa. fr eafure 0 ſo 
| £nmuty, tg the French ain ſo 
=o their enmity to.N c hey ſay they 
14 Tanges, 10 5 .th ec pfefent Govern- 

mer ane.) l that thig e invaſion 
x 4 all [7 & can. cfall the country ; 

if ſuch. me 1 15 40 ir dt 

9 1 K 


A0 Hot! 1 ee 
Abat evi ,abey. bave 9 more common 
ne than they who think the. preſe ent to be the beſt 


ofall poſbbleC 2 89 Nice 550i in ß 
5 ſay ah 800 $ the French 
ve effected a Wande God's name, if e 


enemy. are 40 be reſiſted, Jer us do it effeQually, 
It is no part of effectual refiſtance that the wind 
of 9 ſhould be manifeſted and the prepa- 
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rations be- prompt?“ Sir, 10 la Ja at we will not 
pledge o aach but the lust Aueh, is pledg- 
ih ourſely TOs to a modified oppoſition; and to 

Hluted' Tort 6 is lending the left arm to our 
country, but ſapiög that we reſetve the right — It 
is taking the field with a "piſtol, but declating-to 
go the Icogh ofa 4 1 1055 N grounds ix 


s, thi 1 vim to behoſd 2 in zeal maniſeſted 
can at preſent: ſeems to 15 999365 the” county 
tongh Teonfefs I fre ſuch! zeal Filing. Andr 


che ſame time. WH¹en I with to de pia te pariy 
give way to public duty, 'Fmuſf alfo” dere that 
the ſame principle will influence the conduct o 
Government, and that who ver offers his ſervices} 
in * rank, or fituation he may offer themg 
- Mall be cn y aceepted. Services from e 
eſt ſtatio ave been ere ad Ne 
oo gallant and aj royes. qfficers.*”” */ ag 
Six, I Vin not Fly i 
alluded to, and I NCI ub perſd er ſon Wi ng 
fary to recur to the obſetyation? There ate 
matters of detail connected with tis meaſure, tor 
which; undoabteuly, ” Miniſters will” turn bed 
minds. Without making large maſfes of idle men, 
there are great ſeas who Sig ht produce a con. 
ſiderable force To the ſe the Den on of Governs 
ment ſhould be immediately diretted. It is de 
to ſee perſons aſking what will become of ust N 
to bulking fellows behind their cgaches! There: 
is, Sir, another deſcription ol peflons, who I am 
conſcious do not want ſpirit, but the idea has not. 
7 occurred to them, whom I ſhould be glad to 
ce employed in another way. I mean thoſe you ng _ 
Gentlemen of high rank, who paſs their time inn 
forageing the fruſt ſhops, in patrolling Bond-ſtteet* 
and Piccadilly, previous to their taking the field 
in Rotten- row. Sir, I am not faying that * 
gence | in theſe luxuries i is to be 'condemned, mis "I 
vi 3 
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will any: 2 ſuſpe me, 1 believe, of being a tee toe 
cenſor. No man is more, diſpoſed io give. 
credit. 7 thoſe N l ;.and 1 1 Wee inp: E in the 
hour of peril, ill e nne 6 poſts, and 
Not found to be depe 
And now, ge os every — 5 to ſec the mob 
vigerous preparations made to reſiſt the enem 
E muſt yet hope, that the enemy not being landed, 
Sd ads, 1. e defire for peace, ſo far from be- 
ing checked. will ba more manifeſt and eager. Sir, 
Lhave no beftation.in laying, though it looks, but 
in reality, does not detract from our means, that 
the real 1 N to this country, will not come 
from-the arms of Erance, but from the utter im- 
polbbility, if the preſent ſcale of expence is to be 
perſevered in, of colleQin the burthens from the 
peaple.:: Vet if it be neceſſary, we muſt ſhew the 
enemy, (for their ruin, whatever they may boaſt to 
e would iafallibly oy ours e we 
can, it. tbey.deftroy our reſources, be 4 4 26 
2 But the rea). | figs and ſword which, If 
one lay waſte the. Britiſh Empire, is to 4 
faund in the pen and tongue of the Britiſh Chan- 
- cellor of the Excbequer; in that pen and tongue. 
whole eloquence, great as undoubtedly. it is, fur- 
niſhes pretexts to the Houſe to adopt all his mea- 
lures. I have ſaid ihus much, in order that no 
eparations,. boyever vigorous, . no. confidences, 
9j great, in bis reſources, may deter his 
eſlty”s Minifter from concluding peace, except- 
in one ſituation; and in that one, much 
as:1 wiſh for peace, yet [ would have any Miniſter, 
ſs under circumſtances which 1 . 5 allude 
tn, beware how he treats for peace with a French 
amy landed in this country, and in arms. That 
. indeed break the ſpirit and heart of the 
country. We might get rid of the enemy for a 
5 yo 94. but the wound would be meal Wi 
184 ould' 
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ſhould break the heart ofthe navy for ever Lou 
cries of hear ! hear from every part of the Hoſe.) 
Il am glad to ſee that I need not preſs the point 
ß 26 5 oeRbÞ aut 
With regard to the principles upon which 1 
would recommend unanimity, I hope and truſt no 
man will underſtand, that 1 mean to recommead 
a jobbing; ſhifting union with the preſent Admil 
niſtration-—No, Sir, no. Tbere are fins an di 
ſubject whieh I will not no# Nproach, but which 
I never ſhall ſorget. The unanimity L wiſh isa. 
gainſt the French, and it is the only unanimity 
which can be ſuccefsful. I do ſay, that all public 
ſpirit, all confidence in public men has been more 
diſcouraged and cruſhed: by thoſe who leſt the 
W big party, under the pretence of aſſiſting the 
cauſe of religion and morality, than by any men 
that ever lived. And here I muſt dovthe\Righhe 
Honourable Gentleman and his friends tbequitice 
to ſay, that I have not diſcovered ſuch æ tage and 
eagernefs for penſions and emoluments in thay; as 
in thoſe who joined the ſtandard of religion, mora- 
lity, and eivil ſociety. Theſe; beyond all other 
men, ſhould endeavour to repair the injury they 
have done. When, therefore, I {peak of union, 1 
mean prompt and vigorous union againſt the French 
eternal ſeparation from his Majeſty's Miniſters 
We mult have no more coalitions: The count 

is tired of and abhors them. Men talk of — 
chief of party diſputes ; but I ſay, Sir, that late 
Py reconciliations have done more to break the 


c 


rit of the people, than all the party ;enmaty that 
ever exiſted. 1 think, a the ſame _ 3 | 
not neceſſary, if the e are properly rouſed 10 
a ſenle of their Foro that 2 houldlook to 
the lead which this or that man may give them 

No man thinks higher of the head and heart, the 
ſoul and ſpirit of wy Right Hon. Friend, thay 8 
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do. He, I am ſure, as much as any man, looks 
with abhorrence at the attempts of the enemy. 
That theſe are his ſentiments, I bave no doubt. 
But I ſay that looking atter men does not become 
the ſpirit of the pedple in times like theſe. 
When I am told that in a country of eight mil- 
lions af men, enlightened as they are, and who 
have ſolong enjoyed liberty, ſubjett naw undoubt- 
S 10 reſtridtions : when I amr told, I ſay, that 
chere are only one bi two men wbo can ſave it, 
my anſwer is, that may be the caſe, but that the 
country's not worth ſaving, and cannat de ſaved, 
Some there are who may. Think tbe Right Hon. 
Gemleman oppoſite io me, others my Right Hon- 
owrable Friend, and ſome that a Noble Earl, for 
hom certainly I have a bigh reſpe ct, ate the fit- 
teſt pexſons to ſave. the country; but will any man 
ie} me that there ars only two or three men who 
camde it? I ſay if the do tell mo ſo, I tepeat. that 
is not worth Heing faved, and cannot. be ſaved. 
Sirprefer it tothe peaple themſelves. Aſk them 
hat they will do? : I doti't want a return of legs 
and ams, hut give mela return of the heart and 
ſpirit of the country, and I will tell yqu then be- 
ther ĩt can be-eanquered.. Nay, if all che great 
men were: baniſßed from the country, I do not: 
belit ve that t could be huſtled: out of its ſtation 
and importance. There would then, I have no 
doubt, be found men capable of preſerving it. 
Sir I am aſhamed to ſay a few;words upon 
one ſubject :; hut we ate ſpeaking in habby times, 
and I may therefore bt exculed- | thin right 
for myſelf ta ſay, though J am not {ugh a cox. 
. comb as to hint that I was ever tempted; and 
. Gentlemen may riſe and do me the juſtice to ſup; 
poie I act from principle; but ſpeaking in ſuſpi- 
ecious times, I think it right, Sir, to declare that 
my political enmity is irceconcileable to the * 
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fent Adminiſtration ſeparately and collectively. 
Perſonal enmity I have none. That my attach- 
ment to my Right Honourable Friend is unal- 
terable; that my determination to perſiſt in pro- 
curing Reform is unſhaken ; that it is the greateſt 
ſecurity we can have; and that the time, I truſt, 
will yet come for calling his ;Majeſty's Miniſters 
to account for their conduR. Theſe are the pledges 
which I feel it neceſſary to gie; and by which I 
wiſh to be tried. 1 

But I muſt ſay that I ſhould think myſelf the 
meaneſt of mankind, if from preference to party 
proves from enmity to the Right Hon. Gentleman, 

rom prejudice to friends, and above all, if from a 
baſe and unmanly fear of bringing myſelf into a 
ſituation of peril, I ſhould refrain om doing every 
thing, with my whole heart and ſoul, tg refit the 
worſt calamity that could betall the country. 
Sir, upon this ground I think it right to call 
upon all perſons ; upon thoſe who have profited by 
the war, for what in others would be patriotiſm, 
in them is duty ; I call upon the perſonal friends 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman, who value his ſafety; 
I call upon thoſe who are friends to Parliamentary 
Reform, and of whom it has been ſaid that they 
uſed it only as a pretence and italking-horſe for 
treaſon, I call upon them to ſhew that they have 

been libelled. I call upon thoſe who have Aen. 
themſelves to bring bis Majeſty's Miniſters to ac- 
count, to prove that they are worthy of that im- 
rtant office. mo 
Sir, I truſt I need not ſay that this and every 
meaſure which tends to provide reſiſtance againſt. 
the enemy, and a remedy to the danger which 
ſurround us, ſhall bave my warmeſt and moſt 

cordial ſupport. 6 
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